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effectual, & that the sense of their importance would
extend but little beyond the set.'

In the last few seasons of its authority,, Almack's
sparkled as gaily as ever. In 1857 the fancy dress ball
which usually wound up the season was remarkably
successful. Weippert's band was, as usual, employed and
there were three sets of quadrilles in Grecian, Circassian
and Spanish national costume. Next year was Coronation
year; Johann Strauss and his famous waltz orchestra
were engaged at a hundred guineas a night, and the
subscription had to be raised. The Highland Ball, and
the Grand Cambrian fancy dress ball for the Welsh
Charity School were immensely splendid. At the latter
many gentlemen wore  silver leeks  and  the  ladies
wreaths of acorn and ivy leaves, emblems of the Druids.
Lady Charlotte Guest, in a tall Welsh hat of black velvet
and striped silk dress, carried off the palm- It is grati-
fying to record that for a single evening during this
season, over two hundred refusals were sent out.

